
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 --- District Governor Bruce Monro
___________________________________________________
Barbara Kiernan Awarded the Rotary International Certificate of Meritorious Service

Barbara Kiernan from the Catalina Rotary Club was awarded the Rotary International Certificate of Meritorious Service,
recognizing her outstanding service to The Rotary Foundation. Barbara has been instrumental in redesigning our global grant
program over the last three years. This last year, we had global grants approved in Mexico and Senegal; we have 3 under review:
1 in Uganda and 2 in Mexico; and 2 in draft form in the Ivory Coast and Croatia. In addition, our district became partners in 6
global grant projects from the USA - Mexico Friendship Conference & Global Grant Exchange last October.

April is ENVIRONMENT Month!
Each week during April we will highlight the great work of Rotary Clubs in District 5500 supporting the Environment.

If your club has a project that supports environmental projects, and you would like us to highlight it for you, email
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com with the details (and a photo!)

Rotary Club of Green Valley District Grant
By Phil Noble

The Rotary Club of Green Valley’s “Seeding The Future” District Grant, along with a lot of elbow grease from
Rotarians and school personnel, produced a rebuild of an old greenhouse on a local grade school property,
affording students future educational opportunities.

mailto:DaveRotary5500@gmail.com


LAST CHANCE!

These events are coming up THIS WEEK!

Casa Adobes Scholarship Raffle 4/15/26
www.casasadobesrotary.org

Casa Grande: Diamonds in the Desert 4/18/2026

For more information: cgrotaryauction.org

Saddlebrooke Golf Tournament 4/20/26

http://www.casasadobesrotary.org/
http://cgrotaryauction.org/


District 5500 News and Upcoming Events You Should Know About!

Peacebuilders E-Network Meeting April 22, 2026

What if we saw Rotary not just as a network of service clubs,
but as a global movement for peace?

Together we can create a world built on dialogue, collaboration,
And understanding.

PEACE IS POSSIBLE

Dear Peacebuilder Club Members, Club Presidents, Assistant Governors and Peace Ambassadors,

If this were a book reading on Mary's life story, it would be a tale so fascinating, you would be captivated by all she has done and
all she has encountered having finished the last chapter. Well, fortunately, we get to hear Mary's story live, and on zoom the
evening of April 22nd. The Peacebuilders Network meeting will start at 5:00 pm and end at 6:00 pm. Mary will join us as our
guest speaker and share her story. Please scroll down for zoom invite.

Mary Muroki is a recognized leader and advocate known for her impactful work supporting survivors of adversity, particularly in
Kenya and for those returning from Saudi Arabia and Jordan. Mary had experienced modern day slavery herself in South Africa
and Jordan. She rescued herself and, as an advocate of trafficked Africans, has supported hundreds of survivors and helped them
return home.

Her initiatives include developing school infrastructure, establishing sustainable food and bead training programs, securing clean
water access, and facilitating the reintegration of survivors through housing and income-generating projects. Her dedication has
earned her both national and international acclaim for fostering community empowerment and resilience.

The District Peacebuilder Committee of Doug, Leta, Dennis, Fatima and Ellie is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. If you would like to join our District
committee or attend a committee meeting, please contact Doug (dougmay@gmail.com) or Ellie (ellie.patterson1@outlook.com) for information. Thank you.

Topic: D5500 Peacebuilder Clubs Network Meeting
Time: Apr 22, 2026 05:00 PM Arizona
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/ 86440706609?pwd= vQgkQtof6eG0afYksA5zV2gBXxG5qV .1

Meeting ID: 864 4070 6609
Passcode: 217294

District Conference Sponsorship Opportunities Available NOW
District Conference Sponsorship Opportunities Available NOW

September 18-19, 2026
Attention Club Presidents and Presidents-Elect

mailto:dougmay@gmail.com
mailto:ellie.patterson1@outlook.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86440706609?pwd=vQgkQtof6eG0afYksA5zV2gBXxG5qV.1


The annual District 5500 Conference of Clubs will take place on Friday and Saturday, September 18–19, 2026, at the Tubac
Golf and Country Club.

We rely on sponsorships to help keep the registration cost as low as possible so more Rotarians can attend.

Please consider having your Club sponsor this year. We have many levels of sponsorship available. Friends $100, Bronze
$250, Copper $500, Silver $1250, Gold $2500 and Platinum $5000.

The conference offers attendees the chance to:

Learn about District Projects
Collaborate with fellow Rotarians from neighboring clubs
Exchange ideas and best practices
Hear inspirational speakers
Enjoy fellowship and networking

Contact Johnoszust@outlook.com for more information on how you and your Club can help make this year’s Conference
another huge success.

Thank you for your consideration, and we hope to see you in Tubac!

Make Your Room Reservation Now for the 2026 District 5500 Conference!
The 2026 Rotary District 5500 Conference will be held at the beautiful Tubac Golf Resort and Spa: 65 Avenida De
Otero, Tubac, Arizona.

Mark your calendars for September 18 and 19, 2026, and start planning to attend this exciting annual Rotary
District 5500 event offering an unforgettable experience for all District 5500 members and guests.

To secure accommodations at the resort, it is highly recommended to make your Tubac Resort and Spa room
reservations early. For our Rotary discount rate, call the resort directly at 520-398-3507 and mention group code
ROTA 26 when booking your stay.

Registration for the conference opens July 1, 2026.

Register Now for a District Learning Assembly
REGISTER FOR THE SESSION NEAREST YOU!

Yuma - May 2, 2026

Sierra Vista - July 11, 2026

Tucson - July 18, 2026

Florence - July 25, 2026

What to Expect
* Grants Management Certification
* Membership
* Public Image
* Youth Protection
* Foundation
* Governance Training
* Secretary and Treasurer Training
* Networking Opportunities
* 3-Year Rolling Goals Strategy

Why Attend?
Prepare for the new Rotary year with focused leadership development sessions and comprehensive Rotary
information. This assembly is an excellent opportunity to learn best practices, share ideas, and collaborate
with Rotarians from across Southern Arizona. Take advantage of this opportunity to make a lasting impact
within your club and communities.

mailto:Johnoszust@outlook.com
https://dacdb.com/RSVP/Index.cfm?EventID=77907847
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/RSVP/Index.cfm?EventID=77907848
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/RSVP/Index.cfm?EventID=77907850
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/RSVP/Index.cfm?EventID=77907857


Yuma: May 2- HACY Building, Mesa Heights Apartments, 2150 S. Arizona Avenue
Sierra Vista: July 11- (location-TBD)- We will communicate the location when it is available.
Tucson: July 18- Northminster Presbyterian Church, 2450 E. Ft. Lowell Rd.
Florence/Pinal County- July 25- Florence Community Center 778 N. Main Street, Florence, AZ.

Registration is now OPEN for Camp Big West Zone Institute 2026 at the stunning The Wigwam
Resort in

Invite everyone to join you September 3–6, 2026

Don’t miss out on the fun, fellowship, and leadership that await. Register today!

Register today at zoneinstitute.org

—The Camp Big West Team
#CampBigWest #RotaryZones26/27 #RotaryInstitute2026 #BigWestRotary #RegisterNow

Zone Workshop: July 17–18, 2026

TRF: What are the Best Financial Practices for Grant Funds?
Because grant funds come from donor contributions, it’s important for sponsors to manage these funds prudently, transparently,
and in accordance with Rotary Foundation policies.
Some good ways to do that are to:

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fzoneinstitute.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExb1Z2NFdtZUF5VkJOd1BvZwEenveryOqPhQ2k0jOBU8SzYfQ2SkCoo5hZWsb3hJ1EFx0QQRXy5sJniqIEsuE_aem_pGKaxCVl2W_A5StHMBmUYA&h=AT0wXWPbZA3BhDsre0WBX5WU4JvFNFHB_DECbmG7Gg5vRGF8s0ehfH49_Q4jTRBVcBiZen-8SRuISqc8UsC_5JfEz3v_9A3pQU3HzFxUoHdLKTT6fXn9jiLOIQsyQ6POFMWRLaTlb9jI6gMQbmp6Usel9UsDpVcQ-t5B4w&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT267ZWMejtVzzg4fkPnJZ49hFcc2OBjdRD0m7DcbtPVdr4Jk_Qzf1t6N-wkysvtXqYxp5rzWD2MHAQa4nSEnqUtxKJa37nIeb3uIyDfmfFtc8CdxvALOxZsXrviXj7ONS_H0OpMTszZaO7SNfdD1keV6ujkdt4LHTRACRTaJjmvXTVvvT1Xrru7Zd1dQqE
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/campbigwest?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVc_Me52kD9Bb1FHZrTfgKtHqSTOe5T3pb9zYDcmp4XlgwgkM4gw12s_s0nKdjw-xxVVF1YeGfZbgAGBN8pjicqAa2vP8fvf2jWFN01bu4-Oo1knS6juhvgJYP_qeu7TCRBgSJojEUa2DlV4G96NLsTnstSDr0yLjerGbP9mlxoDg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rotaryzones26?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVc_Me52kD9Bb1FHZrTfgKtHqSTOe5T3pb9zYDcmp4XlgwgkM4gw12s_s0nKdjw-xxVVF1YeGfZbgAGBN8pjicqAa2vP8fvf2jWFN01bu4-Oo1knS6juhvgJYP_qeu7TCRBgSJojEUa2DlV4G96NLsTnstSDr0yLjerGbP9mlxoDg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rotaryinstitute2026?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVc_Me52kD9Bb1FHZrTfgKtHqSTOe5T3pb9zYDcmp4XlgwgkM4gw12s_s0nKdjw-xxVVF1YeGfZbgAGBN8pjicqAa2vP8fvf2jWFN01bu4-Oo1knS6juhvgJYP_qeu7TCRBgSJojEUa2DlV4G96NLsTnstSDr0yLjerGbP9mlxoDg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/bigwestrotary?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVc_Me52kD9Bb1FHZrTfgKtHqSTOe5T3pb9zYDcmp4XlgwgkM4gw12s_s0nKdjw-xxVVF1YeGfZbgAGBN8pjicqAa2vP8fvf2jWFN01bu4-Oo1knS6juhvgJYP_qeu7TCRBgSJojEUa2DlV4G96NLsTnstSDr0yLjerGbP9mlxoDg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/registernow?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVc_Me52kD9Bb1FHZrTfgKtHqSTOe5T3pb9zYDcmp4XlgwgkM4gw12s_s0nKdjw-xxVVF1YeGfZbgAGBN8pjicqAa2vP8fvf2jWFN01bu4-Oo1knS6juhvgJYP_qeu7TCRBgSJojEUa2DlV4G96NLsTnstSDr0yLjerGbP9mlxoDg&__tn__=*NK-R


• Follow your spending plan to distribute and use grant funds for their stated purpose and in a timely manner.
• Make project-related payments by check or other traceable method.

• If payments are made electronically by one person, maintain a paper record showing that the payment was approved by both signatories.
• Maintain detailed receipts and record each transaction. Your ledger should list each transaction and note the date, the amount, and the reason for it.
• Share information so you can manage grant payments smoothly and keep funds secure.
Thank you for helping Rotary maintain the highest level of grant oversight.

What is Rotary International's Endowment Fund, and Why Should You Support it?
By John Anthony Oszust

One of the greatest strengths of Rotary is our shared commitment to service that endures beyond our own time. Today, I
invite you to consider a meaningful way to ensure that commitment continues for generations to come: supporting The
Endowment Fund of Rotary International.

The Endowment Fund is Rotary’s long?term investment in doing good in the world. Unlike annual giving, contributions to
the Endowment Fund are never spent outright. The principal of your gift is preserved forever, carefully invested to
grow over time. Only the earnings are used—year after year—to fund Rotary projects and programs that change lives.

This unique structure creates a truly long?lasting legacy of giving. Your donation continues working long after it is
made, providing sustainable support for the causes you care about most.

As a donor, you may designate that the earnings from your gift support one or more of Rotary’s seven areas of focus:

Peacebuilding and conflict prevention
Disease prevention and treatment
Water, sanitation, and hygiene
Maternal and child health
Basic education and literacy
Community economic development
Environment

In addition, Endowment Fund gifts offer a deeply personal opportunity. Contributions can be named in honor or memory of a loved one, a Rotary club, or a
family—creating a permanent tribute that reflects your values and your belief in Service Above Self.

By giving to the Endowment Fund, you are helping ensure that Rotary will continue to respond to future needs, seize new opportunities, and make a positive impact
long after we are gone. It is a powerful statement of confidence in Rotary’s mission and in the good that dedicated people can accomplish together.

https://vimeopro.com/rotary/ legacy/video/236112322

I hope you will join me in considering a gift to The Endowment Fund of Rotary International. Together, we can build a future where Rotary’s work not only continues
—but thrives.
Contact johnoszust@outlook.com or oszustmonica@gmail.com to get additional information or get started on your legacy planning.

World Immunization Week April 24-30, 2026

UTS: Turning Stories into Momentum
Join RPICs Bret McKeand and Caleb Summerfelt to learn about an exciting new storytelling platform, Uniting through
Service (UTS) at at 5:00 PM PST on April 20, 2026. UTS is designed to highlight the impact of Rotary across Zones 26 and
27, and beyond.

UTS soft-launched on March 1 and has already received over 22,000 views from real users, with active engagement across
Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, China, France, India, Ireland, Japan, Malaysia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines,
Serbia, Spain, Taiwan, United Kingdom, and United States.

We will walk through a live demonstration of the platform, showing how to submit stories, share projects, and amplify the
work already happening in your communities. RPICs Bret and Caleb will also lead a conversation around why stories
matter, how they inspire action, and how they can strengthen membership, engagement, and public image.

If your club is doing something meaningful, this platform is for you.

Let’s create momentum through storytelling!

https://vimeopro.com/rotary/legacy/video/236112322
mailto:johnoszust@outlook.com
mailto:oszustmonica@gmail.com


Register Now!

Save the Date: DGE Emma's Installation June 7, 2026

https://www.dacdb.com/index. html?EventID=77898199

or

https://dacdb.com/Register4/index.cfm?EventID=77898199

Club Projects Happening in District 5500 To Celebrate AND That Might Give Your Club Some
Ideas!
Yes, we are trying something new again! If your club has a project underway or just completed that you would like other clubs to know about, send the details to
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com. We will save this spot in IMPACT! each week for those stories. Be sure to include contact information for someone other clubs might
reach out to for more information.

The Magic of Technology: Transforming Lives at St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic
By: Laura Romero, Tubac Rotary Club &amp; St. Andrews Clinic

In today’s fast-paced world of electronics, apps, and technology, it’s easy to overlook the profound impact these
advancements can have on lives. At St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic in Nogales, AZ, technology is not just a tool—it’s a
lifeline for children facing communication challenges.

On clinic days, the Augmentative-Alternative Communication department becomes a hub of hope and innovation. The staff
works tirelessly to guide children and their parents into the transformative world of nonverbal communication. Using
cutting-edge teaching tools and iPads, they empower children with speech delays or nonverbal conditions to express
themselves in ways they never thought possible. Whether through hand gestures or even eye movements, these children
are discovering their voices in remarkable ways.

One such heartwarming story is that of Lia, a young girl with Chromosome 22q33 deletion syndrome, which causes global
developmental delays and prevents her from communicating verbally. Lia has been using sign language to communicate,
but during a recent session, she experienced a breakthrough. With the help of a specialized app, Lia was able to

&quot;speak&quot; with her mother for the first time. Witnessing her joy and progress brought tears to everyone’s eyes, a testament to the magic of technology and

https://6j9x5.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/sh/SMK1E8tHeG7uhtbTUxWPa2Nd6Cjz/3633-SmwNMkQ
https://www.dacdb.com/index.html?EventID=77898199
https://dacdb.com/Register4/index.cfm?EventID=77898199
mailto:DaveRotary5500@gmail.com


the human spirit.

This incredible work is made possible by the dedication of the clinic’s medical team, the unwavering commitment of parents, and the boundless energy and hope of
the children themselves. At St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic, technology is not just a convenience—it’s a powerful force for change, opening doors to a world of
opportunities for children who need it most.

You Can Help
The clinic in Nogales, AZ serves patients and their families on the first Thursday of each month. Individuals cross the border to attend a clinic. The Augmentative-
Alternative Communication department is among several departments dedicated to serving children. Volunteers are essential for supporting clinic operations. Standard
hours are 7:00 AM to 2:00 PM, although volunteer shifts may vary according to specific assignments. If you are interested, you are invited to schedule a tour to learn
about potential opportunities. For inquiries, please contact Virginia Leavitt at (520) 971-6963 or vleavitt2336@gmail.com.

Valle Verde Rotary Club distributes Jazz in the Desert funds
At the regular April 9 meeting of the Valle Verde Rotary Club, Jazz co-chair John Wynne presented Jazz in the
Desert 2026 checks totaling almost $25,000 to Zackary Sadlo-Steensen (Walden Grove), Jonathan Johnson (Rio Rico High
School), Tony Belletti (Nogales High School), Lisa Sargeant-Myers (Sahuarita Middle School), Deanna Cuevas, (Continental
School Principal, representing Jordan Figueroa), and Jeremy Hook (Anza Trail).

The band leaders said that these much-needed funds support everything from instrument repairs to new instruments,
curriculum, new music, music stands, competition entrance fees and travel to festivals.

Fundraisers Your Club is Welcome to Attend
If you would like to highlight your club's events in this space, contact Dave Lenox with the event information and graphics!

Mountain Empire Movie Night 4/26/26
Our club loves service!

We provide books and dictionaries to students. Twice a year we have a free community dinner highlighting
our teachers and students, our Peace Pole in Patagonia, support our graduating seniors with scholarship
opportunities, support the County Fair and Rodeo, have a high school career fair, and annually choose
students in our middle schools for awards. Plus much more! Join us by becoming a ticket holder and/or a
sponsor to do even more!! See READ MORE for Sponsorship details Read More

Benson Pickleball 4/25/26

mailto:vleavitt2336@gmail.com
mailto:daverotary5500@gmail.com
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=334250


Tucson Verde 3rd Annual Tour of Tucson Homes & Businesses. 4/26/26
Tucson Verde's 3rd annual Tour of Tucson Homes & Businesses is happening Sunday, April 26th, from 9:00am-2:00pm.

Tickets are $30 each, or $25 for 4 or more. Purchase them at www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/a-tour-of-tucson-homes-
and-buildings. We need volunteers! Various shifts and locations available. If you'd like to help out as a docent, email Linda
Fugate at linda@thevacationplanner.biz.

San Luis Frontera Wild West Casino Night 5/1/26

Wild Wild West Casino Night
Cost: $77.00
Buy tickets here: https://checkout.square.
site/merchant/BYFAKXK26KW60/ checkout/ T23Y4VAN6WBYHT55CVAVQI6B
When: Friday, May 1, 2026 at 8:00 PM - Saturday, May 2, 2026 at 12:00 AM MST
Where: 780 N Cesar Chavez St,
San Luis, AZ 85349
Step into the Wild Wild West for an unforgettable Casino Night! Join us on May 1st from 8pm to midnight for
an exciting evening of Blackjack, Roulette, and Craps, plus great music and a lively atmosphere. Your ticket
includes delicious heavy appetizers and one complimentary drink to keep the good times rolling. Best of all,
every spin and every hand supports the San Luis Frontera Rotary Club Scholarship Fund—helping local

students achieve their dreams. Saddle up and join the fun for a great cause!

Graphics Corner - Environment
Enjoy these inspiring Rotary graphics related to this month's international focus on Environment. They're yours to use for your club's communications. Just
download and save to your graphics library, then use them in your social media, newsletters and other Rotary promotional items.

http://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/a-tour-of-tucson-homes-and-buildings
http://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/a-tour-of-tucson-homes-and-buildings
mailto:linda@thevacationplanner.biz
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/BYFAKXK26KW60/checkout/T23Y4VAN6WBYHT55CVAVQI6B
http://maps.google.com/?q=780%20N%20Cesar%20Chavez%20St%20San%20Luis,%20AZ%2085349
http://maps.google.com/?q=780%20N%20Cesar%20Chavez%20St%20San%20Luis,%20AZ%2085349


Share Your Club's News!
IMPACT! Showcases District 5500 news, updates, and upcoming events your club needs to know about. It also provides a place
to advertise upcoming club projects and fundraisers you want other clubs to know about. To publish your club's upcoming
events, projects or fundraisers in IMPACT! Fill out this form with your information and send it to Dave Lenox at
DaveRotary5500@gmail.com by Friday for the following week's newsletter. Include your photo or graphic as a separate
attachment as a jpg or png file.

ROTARY IN ACTION! is a Quarterly newsletter designed to SHOWCASE YOUR CLUB'S PAST PROJECTS & FUNDRAISERS! We
are working on the best way to publish and archive all these great stories. For now, watch for ROTARY IN ACTION! to come your
way by the end of October. For now, share your successes and great ideas so you have a record of them in our archives AND to
remind yourself of the amazing difference yor club has made in the past quarter. Use this form and send it to

DaveRotary5500@gmail.com. Don't forget to include photos -- the more the merrier!

https://dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5500/Downloads/0/Forms/2025-26%20IMPACT-article-submission-form%20BLANK.pdf
mailto:DaveRotary5500@gmail.com
https://dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/5500/Downloads/0/2024-25%20rotary-in-action-submission-form.pdf
mailto:DaveRotary5500@gmail.com

